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ABSTRACT

Blended learning (BL), which merges traditional face-to-face 
instruction with online education, has become a prominent approach in 
higher education, including dental science education. This review 
examines the concept of blended learning, its components, advantages, 
challenges, and applications within dental education. It emphasizes the 
value of combining in-person teaching with digital tools, such as online 
platforms, virtual simulations, and patient management software, to 
enhance learning outcomes. In dental science, blended learning offers a 
flexible and integrated approach where students engage in theoretical coursework, develop practical skills, and 
receive clinical training. Online learning modules provide flexibility, allowing students to learn at their own pace, 
while in-person classes support active interaction with instructors and hands-on experience. The review highlights 
that blended learning fosters personalized learning paths, increases accessibility, and promotes greater student-
teacher engagement. Despite these advantages, the successful implementation of blended learning in dental education 
requires addressing challenges such as technological limitations, faculty training, and balancing online and hands-on 
experiences. The review concludes that with thoughtful planning and execution, blended learning has the potential to 
improve both the theoretical knowledge and clinical proficiency needed by dental professionals in today's rapidly 
changing healthcare landscape.
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INTRODUCTION

"Acute coronary syndrome" describes a cluster of 
medical conditions marked by sudden reduction in 
blood flow to the heart. A heart attack and unstable 
angina are the terms used to describe these conditions 
(1). A heart attack happens when cells in the heart 
tissue die or get damaged. Myocardial infarction is 
another term for a heart attack. Stable angina may 
develop if there is a decrease in blood flow to the heart 
(2), there won't be any cardiac arrest or cell death as a 
consequence. On the other hand, risk of a heart attack 
may increase due to the reduced blood flow. 
Symptoms of acute coronary syndrome may range 
from mild discomfort to severe chest pain (3). Patient 
need to be evaluated and treated right away since it is a 
medical emergency. Early diagnosis and efficient 
treatment planning aims to improve cardiac blood 
flow, manage ischaemic injury, and prevent secondary 
complications.

ACS symptoms often appear all at once. Among them 
are:

• Chest pain or discomfort. Common symptoms 
include heat, constriction, pain, or pressure. Chest 
pain is also known as angina.

• Chest pain that spreads to other parts of the body. 
The areas that fall under this category include the 
back, neck, jaw, upper belly, shoulders, and arms.

• Queasy or throw up.

• Indigestion.

• Dyspnea, a medical term for shortness of breath.

• Abrupt, profuse perspiration.

• An irregular heartbeat.

• Having vertigo or light-headedness.

• Passing out.

• Atypical exhaustion.



Pain or stiffness in the chest is the most common sign, 
but the symptoms could be quite different from person 
to person based on factors including age, sex, and 
health conditions (4). Symptoms other than chest pain 
or discomfort are more common in elderly women, 
especially those with diabetes (5).

ROLE OF KEY SERUM ELECTROLYTES IN 
CARDIAC FUNCTION

Without the electrolytes calcium , magnesium (Ca++)
(Mg++), sodium (Na+), and potassium (K+), the 
myocardium, the heart's muscle tissue, cannot 
function properly (6). Muscle contraction occurs when 
there is an increase in voltage across the semi-
permeable membrane of a cardiac cell beyond a 
certain threshold (7). A serum electrolyte test, which is 
crucial for tracking these critical ions. To guarantee 
proper cardiac function, electrolytes—which have an 
electrical charge—are maintained at physiological 
concentrations using a variety of techniques (for 
further details, see table-1, 'Standard serum 
concentrations'). An electrolyte imbalance may harm 
the heart, either directly or indirectly leading to 
arrhythmia and cardiac arrest. Serum calcium and 
magnesium abnormalities are less prevalent causes of 
life-threatening arrhythmias, but potassium disorders-
particularly hyperkalaemia, which is a high potassium 
level-are often linked to them (8). Wider repercussions 
of electrolyte imbalances in the body are also possible, 
but are beyond the purview of this article.

Electrolyte concentrations in the heart may be 
impacted by changes in renal function since renal 
excretion is crucial to the body's ability to maintain 
electrolyte balance.  Adrenal  insufficiency, 
hypoaldosteronism, and kidney illness may all affect 
the potassium balance in the electrolyte balance (10). 
Apart from the significance of renal function in 
preserving electrolyte equilibrium, several 
medications may induce notable variations in serum 
electrolyte concentration via diverse pathways (see to 
the section under "Common medicines that can cause 
electrolyte disturbances") (11)

When treating moderate, asymptomatic electrolyte 
imbalances, it is typically best to focus on modifiable 
causes (13). These may include pharmaceutical side 
effects or changes in the patient's diet (for example, 
hyperkalaemia might be caused by drinking too much 
coconut water). When patients present with symptoms 
(and/or ECG abnormalities), as indicated above, and 
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Table 1: Standard serum concentrations (9)

Table 2: Class of Drugs Causing Deviation in 
Serum
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when disrupted electrolyte levels have caused clinical 
manifestations, it is usually required to promptly 
provide medication to correct the levels (14).

POTASSIUM

When it comes to positively charged ions (cations) that 
are found within cells, potassium is by far the most 
common. Since the concentration inside cells is 
around twenty times greater than that in the 
surrounding fluid, a noticeable concentration gradient 
exists (15). This maintains the excitability of the nerve 
cells and muscles (16).

Some of the primary regulators of potassium levels 
include the hormone aldosterone (via renal excretion), 
catecholamines, insulin, and bicarbonate solutions. 
Potassium concentrations are also affected by pH (17). 
In acidemia, when the serum pH is low and potassium 
is released into the bloodstream, the levels of 
potassium in the serum increase; in alkaemia, when the 
serum pH is high and potassium is retained in the cells, 
the levels of potassium in the serum decrease (18). 
Heart conduction problems are important whether 
there is hyperkalaemia or hypokalaemia (19). The 
severity of changes in potassium levels is not well 
defined; rather, it is considered a continuum, with the 
associated clinical symptoms being used to rate the 
change's severity (20).

HYPERKALAEMIA 

If treatment for hyperkalemia is not received, the 
condition's developing conduction abnormalities 
might result in cardiac arrest and death (21). 
Suppressed conduction may result in towering T 
waves as well as extended PR and QRS intervals. 
Treatment include transferring potassium into cells, 
protecting the heart, and eliminating potassium from 
the body (22). Polystyrene sulphonate resins may be 
used to progressively lower potassium levels in 
moderate si tuations,  but they shouldn' t  be 
administered to people who have obstructive bowel 
disease (23). A quick change in extracellular 
potassium is necessary for moderate hyperkalemia, 
and patients may need intravenous doses of glucose 
and soluble insulin (24). Both of these therapies are 
necessary for severe hyperkalemia, in addition to high-
dose beta2 agonists and sodium bicarbonate (25). 
Calcium gluconate (10%) should be used to treat 
severe hyperkalemia or ECG abnormalities because it 
raises the myocytes' threshold potential. Digoxin users 
should avoid rapid calcium delivery since it increases 
their risk of arrhythmia (26).

HYPOKALAEMIA 

Ventricular tachycardia may result from hypokalemia, 
a condition in which blood potassium levels are less 

than 3.5 mmol/l (27). Diarrhoea, hypercalcemia, 
hyperaldosteronism, medications, renal excretion, 
diabetes, and excessive fluid replacement treatment 
may all be contributing factors (28). Premature 
ventricular or atrial complexes, depressed ST 
segments, flattened T waves, and U waves may all be 
seen on an ECG (29). While severe instances need 
intravenous potassium, mild hypokalaemia may be 
handled conservatively with or without dietary 
supplements. Both on-going ECG monitoring and 
routine monitoring are required (30). In extreme 
situations, magnesium supplementation is advised for 
quick treatment of hypokalaemia.

MAGNESIUM

Among cations found within cells, magnesium is the 
second most prevalent. When magnesium and the 
enzyme sodium-potassium ATPase interact, the 
enzyme pumps potassium into cells in return for 
sodium, mostly regulating cellular concentration 
gradients (31).

HYPERMAGNESAEMIA 

Hypermagnesaemia is an electrolyte disorder in which 
there is a high level of magnesium in the blood (32). It 
is mostly eliminated by the kidneys, which have a 
great secretory capacity. Magnesium levels might rise 
with significant necrosis or soft-tissue damage. 
Generally asymptomatic, patients with blood 
magnesium levels between 1.0 and 2.0 mmol/l may be 
more harmful if they take digoxin (33). When levels 
exceed 4.0 mmol/l, patients may become weak, 
nauseous, and undergo respiratory failure, paralysis, 
and coma. A systole may also be brought on by 
hypomagnesaemia. Dialysis is used for individuals 
with severe renal impairment, whereas intensive 
intravenous hydration treatment is used for 
hypovolemia and normal renal function. Treatment is 
based on the patient's fluid and kidney function (34).

HYPOMAGNESAEMIA 

Due to genetic predispositions, inadequate 
magnesium intake, or adverse reactions to beta2-
agonis ts ,  cor t icosteroids ,  or  theophyl l ine , 
hypomagnesaemia—a disorder that impairs the 
absorption of magnesium from the gastrointestinal 
tract—can develop in people with either acute or 
chronic asthma. Neuromuscular signs such as tremors, 
seizures, delirium, and psychosis are among the 
symptoms. Prolonged PR and QT intervals brought on 
by severe hypomagnesaemia might result in longer 
QRS durations and torsades de pointes (35). 
Individuals who have hypomagnesaemia brought on 
by diuretics should stop taking their medication or get 
a potassium-sparing diuretic. Intravenous magnesium 
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should be used to treat significant hypomagnesaemia. 
This may be done as a 6-hour infusion or as an 8–20 
mmol bolus dose (36).

SODIUM

Serum osmolality is significantly affected by sodium, 
the principal extracellular cation in the human body 
(37). Because it modulates myocardial membrane 
potentials with potassium, it is crucial for the regulation 
of cardiac action potentials. Changes in blood sodium 
levels, in contrast to potassium, do not cause major 
cardiac problems until there is a significant deviation 
from normal physiological standards.

Sodium variations often cause nausea, vomiting, 
weakness, and disorientation. If treatment is not 
received, these symptoms might worsen and perhaps 
put a person in a coma or seizure. ECG alterations that 
are consistent are uncommon (38).

Patients with severe heart failure often exhibit excess 
total body water relative to sodium, which is caused by 
inadequate compensatory mechanisms for sodium 
control (leading in hypervolaemic hyponatraemia). 
Patients have to be put on a fluid restriction regimen 
and given diuretics, which will lower water retention 
and progressively raise sodium levels in the blood.

HYPERNATRAEMIA

When the body loses more water than sodium, the 
sodium content in the blood rises over 145 mmol/L, a 
condition known as hypernatraemia. Dehydration is 
often the source of this, particularly in those with 
defective thirst systems and people who are physically 
or mentally disabled. Lethargy, muscular weakness, 
and irritability are some of the symptoms. Patients 
may endure disorientation, convulsions, and in 
extreme situations, a coma or even death, as the illness 
worsens. There are many situations in which 
hypernatraemia may arise, such as hypopovolemic, 
euvolemic, and hypervolemic hypernatraemia. In 
order to prevent cerebral edema, treatment focuses on 
replenishing lost fluids and reducing salt levels 
gradually rather than quickly. Oral water consumption 
or intravenous hypotonic solutions are often enough in 
mild instances. Intravenous fluids are given cautiously 
and gradually in severe instances to lower salt levels 
and restore water balance without causing brain 
edema. It's critical to treat the underlying causes of 
hypernatraemia, such as dehydration or a high salt 
diet. Throughout the course of therapy, careful 
monitoring of neurological state and serum salt levels 
is important.

HYPONATRAEMIA

When the blood's sodium content drops below 
normal—typically below 135 mmol/L—it is referred 

to as hyponatraemia. This results in an imbalance 
between salt and water in the blood, which is typical 
for people suffering from various medical disorders 
that cause fluid overload or severe heart failure. From 
moderate to severe symptoms, early indicators include 
nausea, headaches, dizziness, and vomiting. As the 
disease progresses, swelling of the brain cells may 
cause neurological symptoms. Based on the amount of 
fluid consumed, hyponatraemia can be categorized as 
follows: hypopovolemic hyponatraemia, which 
occurs when sodium loss outweighs water loss; 
euvolemic hyponatraemia, which results in a normal 
fluid level but an imbalance of sodium; and 
hypervolemic hyponatraemia, which results in an 
increase in both sodium and water but a greater degree 
of water retention. The intensity and underlying cause 
determine the course of treatment. Fluid restriction is 
often enough to minimize water retention and 
progressively raise salt levels in moderate situations. 
Hypertonic saline may be used to restore sodium 
levels in extreme situations, however excessively 
harsh therapy might result in osmotic demyelination 
syndrome, a dangerous neurological disorder.

CALCIUM

In the myocardium, calcium plays a crucial role in 
conduction, intracellular signaling, and fiber 
contraction. In instance, calcium levels might affect 
cardiac conduction by changing the duration of the 
plateau phase (phase 2) of the myocardial action 
potential.

A short QT interval may be caused by high calcium 
levels, whereas a longer QT interval can be caused by 
low calcium levels. Cardiac arrest may result from 
conduction anomalies at even greater extremes (39). 

HYPERCALCAEMIA 

It may cause QT intervals to shorten, and AV block 
may ensue if treatment is not received. Furthermore, 
hypercalcemia damages smooth muscle fibers, which 
results in muscular weakness (40).

Patients whose calcium levels are high (>2.67 mmol/l) 
and whose electrocardiograms reveal a shortened QT 
interval need urgent treatment. If an electrocardiogram 
(ECG) shows that a patient has a longer QRS interval, 
loop diuretics may be used to increase calcium 
excretion. Thiazides and similar diuretics, on the other 
hand, might cause hypercalcaemia. Aggressive fluid 
administration, such sodium chloride 0.9%, may be 
used to control hypercalcaemia initially. Standard 
practice for individuals undergoing treatment for both 
cancer and osteoporosis is the intravenous 
administration of bisphosphonates to reduce blood 
calcium levels and slow the rate of bone turnover.
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HYPOCALCAEMIA 

The QT interval will prolong with hypocalcemia, 
increasing the risk of AV block and cardiac arrest. 
Tetany and cramping are signs of hypocalcaemia. 
Individuals who exhibit these symptoms and have 
blood calcium levels less than 2.1 mmol/l need to get 
intravenous calcium therapy as soon as possible. If at 
all feasible, reversible causes of hypocalcaemia such 
as medication-induced hypocalcaemia—should be 
addressed. Intravenous magnesium should be 
administered to patients receiving treatment for 
hypocalcaemia in order to assist in restoring serum 
calcium levels.

ELECTROLYTE IMBALANCES IN ACS

ACS is a medical disorder caused by a reduction in 
blood flow to the heart's coronary arteries. The ACS is 
divided into three subgroups: 

1. Elevated myocardial infarction with ST segment 
(STEMI) 

2. Elevated MI not in the ST segment (NSTEMI) 

3. Unstable Angina (UA), determined by cardiac 
biomarkers and ECG findings. 

The hallmarks of STEMI are total blood artery 
blockage, which causes a transmural infarct to the 
myocardium and an increase in troponin levels. Plaque 
rupture and thrombus development in NSTEMI lead to 
partial blood artery blockage, which causes a 
myocardial infarct and an increase in troponins. In 
unstable angina, angina pain that occurs at rest or 
increases quickly over a short period of time is 
accompanied with partial blockage of the artery and 
normal troponins due to plaque ruptures and thrombus 
development that occur without an infract.

One of the signs and symptoms of coronary heart 
disease (CHD) is angina. Cardiovascular disease 
accounts for 7.2 million annual deaths worldwide and 
12.8% of all fatalities. In India, the prevalence of CHD 
is 2.2% in rural areas and 6.4% in urban areas. The 
"global burden of disease study age standardized 
estimates (2010)" states that cardiovascular illnesses 
account for around 24.8% of all deaths in India (41).

Electrolytes play a critical role in the proper operation 
of cells and key organs, such as the heart. Calcium 
(Ca++), potassium (K+), and sodium (Na+) are some 
of the most crucial electrolytes for the body's essential 
functions. Other significant electrolytes include 
phosphate, bicarbonate, magnesium (Mg++), and 
chloride ions. Normal levels of Na+, K+, and Ca++ 
control the heart's electrical activity. The proper 
balance of these electrolytes is essential for the heart to 
operate normally. After an ACS episode, electrolyte 

imbalance is often seen, and it may play a significant 
role in modifying the outcome of ACS.

Myocyte depolarization and myocardial contractility 
are mediated by calcium. Serum calcium levels (total) 
s h o u l d  b e  b e t w e e n  8 . 5  a n d  1 0 . 5  m g / d L . 
Atherosclerotic plaque disruption, thrombus 
development, and coronary spasm are all possible 
consequences of hypocalcemia.

Early on following ACS episodes, electrolyte 
imbalance is important for prognosis. Therefore, the 
purpose of the current research was to evaluate the 
electrolyte imbalance (Na+, K+, and Ca++) in ACS 
patents (42).

METHOD 

DATA SOURCES AND TERMS OF SEARCH

The project will use patient records from the hospital's 
cardiac care unit to gather data, with a focus on 
patients who have been hospitalized with acute 
coronary syndromes. Serum electrolyte values 
(sodium, potassium, calcium, magnesium, and 
chloride) will be provided via laboratory results both 
at admission and during the patient's hospital stay. 
Furthermore, pertinent patient data, including 
demographics, medical history, comorbidities, and 
therapy specifics, will be retrieved from clinical 
databases. Key phrases like "acute coronary 
syndrome," "serum electrolytes," "electrolyte 
imbalance," "mortality," "morbidity," and "cardiac 
arrhythmias" will be used to search databases like 
PubMed, Scopus, and Cochrane Library for the 
literature review.

DATA EXTRACTION

In order to extract data, pertinent information must be 
gathered from databases and medical records. 
Electrolyte levels, clinical outcomes (mortality, 
arrhythmias, ICU hospitalization), and patient 
demographic information will be extracted by skilled 
experts. To guarantee uniformity, a pre-established 
data collecting sheet will be used (43). Baseline 
electrolyte levels, variations throughout the hospital 
stay, and results after discharge will all be included in 
the retrieved data. Important information about the 
studies that are part of the literature review, such 
sample size, electrolyte measures, clinical results, and 
research findings, will be methodically taken out and 
compared.

DATA ANALYSIS 

An overview of studies on serum electrolytes and 
associa ted  indicators  in  d i fferent  c l in ica l 
circumstances is provided in the table. The emphasis 
was on the relationship between baseline electrolyte 
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imbalances and illness outcomes in COVID-19 
patients, as shown by the paper Electrolyte 
abnormalities in COVID-19: Association with disease 
outcomes. The significance of these anomalies on the 
disease's severity and prognosis was brought to light 
by this inquiry. Rhabdomyolysis: A prevalent 
condition with different causes and therapeutic 
options is a noteworthy research that offered a 
thorough analysis of the etiology, consequences, and 
therapy of Rhabdomyolysis. It emphasized the range 
of etiological variables and approaches to treating this 
illness, which often include abnormalities in 
electrolytes.

Furthermore, how different blood laboratory values 
may be utilized for diagnosing and forecasting the 
course of epilepsy was examined in the review titled 
Diagnostic and prognostic usefulness of laboratory 
values in epilepsy. The significance of laboratory 
testing in differentiating between seizure types and 
their therapeutic implications was highlighted in this 
paper. Finally, the function of cardiac and electrolyte 
indicators in determining myocardial damage in 
Acute Myocardial Infarction (AMI) was the focus of 

markers of myocardial damage and their connection 
with AMI prognosis. This research described the 
potential predictive significance of these indicators 
in AMI and how they may indicate the degree of 
myocardial damage.

ELECTROLYTES AND CLINICAL 
OUTCOMES IN ACS

One of the most important factors affecting the clinical 
course of individuals with ACS is the electrolyte 
balance in the serum. Electrolyte abnormalities are 
often important factors in determining a patient's 
prognosis and may directly affect how well the heart 
functions, raising the risk of problems (49).

IMPACT ON MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY

Pat ien ts  wi th  ACS of ten  have  e lec t ro ly te 
abnormalities, such as hypokalemia, hyperkalemia, 
h y p o n a t r e m i a ,  a n d  h y p o c a l c e m i a .  T h e s e 
abnormalities are strongly associated with increased 
risks of death and morbidity. If these imbalances are 
not properly handled, they often result in serious 
difficulties because they impair vital physiological 
processes in the heart and circulatory system.

Table 3: Research Study Data
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+Potassium (K ) is one of the most important 
electrolytes for heart function. For people with ACS, 
low potassium levels (hypokalemia) or high potassium 
levels (hyperkalemia) may both have detrimental 
effects. Hypokalemia impairs normal cardiac 
conduction, which may lead to potentially fatal 
arrhythmias such ventricular fibrillation. This raises 
the risk of sudden cardiac death, especially in those 
with weakened hearts who are already at risk. 
Conversely, hyperkalemia may make the heart 
excessively arrhythmogenic, which may result in 
cardiac arrest. Patients with reduced renal function or 
those using drugs that affect potassium levels, such as 
ACE inhibitors or diuretics, are more vulnerable to this 
imbalance. Thus, there is a significant chance of death 
in ACS associated with both types of potassium 
imbalance.

+
Another essential electrolyte is sodium (Na ), and 
hyponatremia in particular is strongly linked to heart 
failure and worse outcomes in ACS patients. A typical 
symptom of fluid overload in individuals with 
compromised cardiac function is hyponatremia. Low 
sodium levels are a substantial predictor of higher 
mortality in these individuals, according to several 
studies. Furthermore, hyponatremia is associated with 
increased rates of rehospitalization and longer hospital 
stays, indicating its effect on the exacerbation of heart 
failure and general decline in health.

++The electrolyte calcium (Ca ), which is necessary for 
cardiac conduction and contractility, is also critical to 
the prognosis of individuals with ACS. Too high 
(hypercalcemia) or too low (hypocalcemia) of a 
calcium level imbalance may cause severe arrhythmias 
in the heart. Hypercalcemia may lengthen the QT 
interval on an ECG, which puts patients at risk for 
arrhythmias, while hypocalcemia can impair the heart's 
capacity to contract efficiently. These disruptions raise 
the possibility of death and morbidity while also 
complicating the clinical course of ACS (50).

++
Despite being often disregarded, magnesium (Mg ) is 
essential for preserving adequate cardiac function, 
especially when it comes to controlling ventricular 
rhythms. Hypomagnesemia, or low magnesium levels, 
is closely linked to a higher risk of arrhythmias, 
especially in individuals who are very sick. Because 
restoring magnesium levels may greatly lower the 
occurrence of arrhythmias and improve patient 
outcomes, magnesium monitoring is crucial in the 
treatment of ACS patients. Maintaining the proper 
balance of magnesium is especially crucial since it 
influences not only heart rhythm but also the stability 
of other electrolytes such as potassium and calcium via 
interactions.

ELECTROLYTE MANAGEMENT IN ACUTE 
CORONARY CARE UNITS

Maintaining electrolyte balance is an essential part of 
patient treatment in acute coronary care units 
(ACCUs). Since ACS is associated with potentially 
fatal consequences, it is essential to continuously 
monitor blood electrolytes in order to preserve 
cardiovascular stability. By using this technique, 
electrolyte abnormalities that would otherwise cause 
serious consequences can be identified early on. 
Abnormal levels of potassium, calcium, sodium, or 
magnesium are examples of electrolyte abnormalities 
that may exacerbate heart failure and raise the risk of 
arrhythmias and cardiac arrest. Clinicians may 
improve patient outcomes and lower the likelihood of 
further problems during hospitalization by routinely 
monitoring electrolyte levels and avoiding these 
potentially harmful episodes.

Crucial treatment choices in ACCUs are also heavily 
influenced by efficient electrolyte control. For 
example, low potassium levels, or hypokalemia, may 
cause dangerous cardiac arrhythmias. Potassium 
supplements can help treat hypokalemia. On the other 
side, drugs like calcium gluconate to steady the heart, 
insulin-glucose combinations to transfer potassium 
into cells, or potassium-binding resins to remove 
excess potassium may be used to treat hyperkalemia 
(high potassium levels), which can cause cardiac 
arrest. By helping to restore electrolyte balance, these 
procedures guarantee that the heart continues to beat at 
its best and lower the chance of unexpected cardiac 
events.

Vigilant monitoring is even more important in light of 
the link between electrolyte levels and drugs used to 
treat ACS. Treatments like beta-blockers, ACE 
inhibitors, and diuretics may all have a big impact on 
electrolyte balance. For example, it is well known that 
diuretics deplete potassium whereas ACE inhibitors 
increase potassium levels. These drugs may aggravate 
pre-existing electrolyte imbalances and worsen the 
patient's health if they are not carefully monitored. In 
order to prevent difficulties, healthcare providers must 
make sure that the drugs they administer do not cause 
harmful changes in electrolytes. This will enable them 
to make necessary modifications to therapy as 
required.

In more extreme situations, electrolyte imbalances 
may need to be corrected quickly, often including 
intravenous (IV) electrolyte treatment. In patients 
whose potassium or magnesium levels are 
dangerously low, IV treatment provides a quick and 
regulated way to bring their bodies back into balance. 
In situations when oral supplements may be 
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inadequate or too slow to treat the critical imbalance, 
prompt action is essential to stabilize the patient's 
state. In order to keep patients on a stable recovery 
path by halting the development of acute illnesses to 
more severe states, including arrhythmias or heart 
failure, IV electrolyte treatment is a routine procedure 
in ACCUs.

COMPARISON OF OUTCOMES WITH AND 
WITHOUT ELECTROLYTE CORRECTION

Patients with ACS who undergo electrolyte correction 
on time or not often have extremely different clinical 
outcomes, which may have an impact on both short- 
and long-term survival. In critical care environments, 
stabilizing cardiac function, averting potentially fatal 
consequences, and guaranteeing the best prognosis for 
patients depend on the appropriate treatment of 
electrolyte imbalances.

There are significant advantages for patients who 
obtain electrolyte correction on time. Heart rhythms 
are directly impacted by imbalances such as hypo- or 
hyperkalemia, which must be corrected in order to 
normalize the heart's electrical activity and lower the 
risk of potentially deadly arrhythmias. For instance, 
ventricular fibrillation, a dangerous arrhythmic 
condition that may be fatal if left untreated, is known 
to be brought on by hypokalemia (low potassium 
levels). Healthcare professionals may greatly reduce 
the risk of these harmful events by restoring potassium 
levels via supplements or other therapies, giving the 
heart a more stable environment for healing. In a 
similar vein, inadequate management of hyperkalemia 
(high potassium levels) may result in cardiac arrest. 
Treatments such as potassium-binding drugs, insulin-
glucose therapy, or calcium gluconate may be used to 
rapidly restore potassium levels to a range that is safer 
and delay the start of sudden cardiac death.

For ACS patients, especially those who have heart 
failure, maintaining a balanced sodium intake is 
crucial. Low sodium levels, or hypernatremia, are a 
typical indicator of declining heart health and are 
highly correlated with unfavourable outcomes 
including lengthier hospital admissions and increased 
death rates. Shortness of breath and fluid retention are 
two heart failure symptoms that may be improved by 
promptly adjusting sodium levels by fluid 
management or sodium supplements. This improves 
the patient's quality of life and lowers the risk of 
readmissions to the hospital since stable sodium levels 
help better control the symptoms of heart failure over 
the long run. In this situation, electrolyte management 
may result in a more predictable and effective healing 
process, assisting patients in regaining stability more 
quickly and smoothly returning to their regular lives.

On the other hand, patients who do not obtain the 
proper electrolyte correction will have far severe 
consequences. Untreated or improperly controlled 
electrolyte imbalances may have catastrophic 
consequences for cardiovascular health. For instance, 
since chronic hyperkalemia severely disrupts heart 
electrical activity, it might result in cardiac arrest. The 
likelihood of unexpected, deadly occurrences like 
asystole—the total stoppage of cardiac electrical 
activity—increases with the length of time 
hyperkalemia is left untreated. In a similar vein, 
untreated hypokalemia may lead to protracted 
arrhythmias that exacerbate cardiac injury and raise 
the risk of death. Due to consequences from these 
imbalances, these patients are also more prone to have 
longer hospital admissions, which may hinder their 
recovery and raise their medical expenses.

If left untreated, hyponatremia makes heart failure 
symptoms worse by making the already weak heart 
even more strained and retaining more fluid. This 
worsens cardiac function, raises the possibility of 
morbidity, and increases the likelihood of unfavorable 
long-term consequences. Due to inadequate 
electrolyte management, these patients' conditions 
worsen and they often need hospital stays, with no 
improvement in their quality of life. In addition to 
raising death rates, electrolyte imbalances may cause a 
vicious cycle of declining health and recurrent medical 
emergencies if left untreated.

CONCLUSION

The investigation into serum electrolytes in ACS 
highlights the critical role that key electrolytes such as 
sodium, potassium, calcium, and magnesium play in 
cardiac function and their influence on clinical 
outcomes. Electrolyte imbalances, commonly 
exacerbated by certain drug classes and disease 
progression, are strongly associated with increased 
mortality and morbidity in ACS patients. Effective 
electrolyte management, particularly in acute 
coronary care settings, has been shown to improve 
clinical outcomes, with corrective interventions 
leading to better patient survival rates and reduced 
complications. Therefore, precise monitoring and 
timely correction of electrolyte disturbances are 
essential for optimizing care in ACS.

Abbreviation

ACS  Acute coronary syndrome

AMI   Acute myocardial infarction

CHD Coronary heart disease

ECG  Electrocardiogram

MI   Myocardial Infarction
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++  Ca Calcium
++  

Mg Magnesium
+

Na   Sodium
+  K Potassium

VHD  Valvular heart disease

 UA  Unstable angina
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